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Thank you to these major donors for their support and generosity.
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American Honda Motor Co., Inc.
Anonymous Donor
Black Family Foundation
Bridgestone Retail Operations / Firestone
CGB Enterprises, Inc.
CNN
Crounse Corporation River Transportation
Dewoskin/Roskin Foundation
Elkay Manufacturing Company

Living Lands & Waters is a non-pro�t 501(c)(3) organization. All donations are tax deductible.

RBC Wealth Management
Riverway Foundation
Sheila June Hewitt 
Charitable Trust
Tennessee Valley Authority
Upper River Services
Warren & Zoann Dusenbury 
Charitable Trust
West, Alfred & Loralee
Yager Marine

Erickson, Cindy
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
Johnson Controls
Judd, Damon
LafargeHolcim
Mansuy, Bucky
Mike's Inc.
Moore, Milby
Ray & Kay Eckstein Charitable Trust
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Aavang, Sarah
ABB Inc. Marine & Ports
American Profol Inc.
Anonymous Donor
Bowers, Richard G., Jr.$5,

000
-$

9,9
99 One Step Printing

Pregracke, Chad
Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics
Watson, Alexander

Continental Cement Company
Ed Uihlein Family Foundation
Gibson, Virginia
Johnston-Hanson Foundation
Menke, Mel

ACT, Inc.
Adams Welding
Adrian, Darin & Lisa
American Bank & Trust
American Commercial Barge Line
Ann's Upholstery
Anonymous Donor
Arter, Cindy
Birdies for Charity
Blistex
C.H. Robinson Worldwide, Inc.
Canal Barge Company, Inc.
Chaney, Robert
Charles B. Preacher Foundation
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden
Combined Federal Campaign
Curran, Thomas & Merilee
Earth Accessories Jewelry
Economy Boat Store
Egg Harbor Cafe
Exelon Foundation
First Presbyterian Church
First Trust & Savings Bank
Fletcher, Mark A. & Diane
Francis, Richard & Laima
General Motors
Golding Barge Line, Inc.
Greiman, Eldon & Judith
Gwen Weiner The Eos FNDN Trust
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4,9

99

Hahn, Bruce & Doreen
Harper Family
Hettel, Marty
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
Illowa-Bi State CFC
Jones, Hilda P.
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Kari & Fred Barton Foundation
Kimple, Caroline
King Charitable Foundation
Lee Company
Litov, Richard
Love and Promise Jewelers
Lowell N. Johnson Charitable Foundation
Lykins Family Foundation
Marthens, Bill
McDonough Marine Service
Midwest River Expeditions
Mildred Crespin-Croegaert Foundation
Mortenson, Marshall & Susan
Mumford Family Foundation
Nugent Sand Co.
Ohio Farm Bureau Foundation
Patterson, Jack & Sara
Patz, Michael
Pfa�, Alain & Cathy
Pinsky, Laura
Plastics Industry Association
Pregracke, Gary & Keekee

Progress Rail Services Corporation
Quad City Bass Fishermans Club
Quinby, Gary & Cindy
Relocation Remedies
Rivercrest Companies
RiverStone Group
Roth, Mr. & Mrs. David
Schrier, Jim & Lauren
Shea�er, Dr. James & Stella
Silver, Spencer
St. Paul Lutheran Church
Starved Rock Foundation
Stubbs, Rose & Robert
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Cincinnati Town and Country Garden Club
The Goldstein Family Foundation
The Johnson Watkins Family Foundation
The Pillsbury Foundation
The Raney Family Fund
The Sedona Group
The Shearer Group
Tri-City Electric Co.
Trinity Lutheran Church
Truettner Family Foundation
Tunberg, J.R.
United States Fish and Wildlife Service
Viggiano, Doug
Von Maur, Charles & Nancy
Waltz, Theresa & David
Waterways Journal

Additionally, 635 Individual, Business, & Memorial Donations up to $999 Totaling $80,782
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Students picked up trash at a local park (scavenger 
hunt style), learned about the history and mission 
of LL&W and took educational boat rides exploring 
the many facets of the Mississippi River.

EDUCATOR WORKSHOPS
On the banks of the Mississippi, in Rock 
Island, IL, LL&W hosted 20 teachers from 
National Agriculture in the Classroom, a 
program focused on providing 
information and lesson plans on ag 
education to teachers and community 
members. Workshop participants learned 
about problems (and solutions) facing our 
river systems in relation to farming. We 
feel it's important to educate the younger 
generation on what goes into producing 
the food on their plates and get people 
excited about farming...and Ag in the 
Classroom does just that!
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Community  Cleanups
To further our ongoing 
watershed 
conservation e�orts, 
the LL&W crew hosted 
a total of 77 
community cleanups 
in 8 states, along 5 
rivers. With the help of 
1,940 hardworking 
volunteers, we were 
able to remove a total 
324,034 pounds of 
garbage. With the 
addition of 96 crew 
and excavator 
cleanups we were able 
to remove 193,894 
pounds, for a total of
517,929 pounds in 
2017.

Created in 2010, the Great Mississippi River Cleanup 
(GMRC) project is a great way for people to bring the 
LL&W concept to their own turf. Communities host local 
cleanups on the Mississippi River, with the guidance and 
supplies provided by LL&W.  This year, 448 volunteers 
hosted 6 events in 5 di�erent states, freeing the river from 
30,033 pounds of debris!  We are beyond appreciative of 
the families, individuals, groups and businesses that 
volunteered, with special recognition for those who took 
on the site coordinator roles. You are ALL river cleanup 
rock stars!! 

Welcomed by amazing people and organizations in these often small-but-mighty river towns,   

to help out in Houston - see “Hurricane Harvey” for more on that. 
SIDE NOTE: The tour was temporarily put on hold in life on the barge doesn’t get any better than this! 

September as we detoured 
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Our Adopt-A-River Mile (AARM) program began in 1999 along the Mississippi River, modeling after 
the successful Adopt-A-Highway program. In 2014, after years of success, we expanded this program 
to encompass all of our nation’s waterways. Getting the rivers clean and keeping them clean are two 
di�erent challenges we face, and the AARM program is one of the leading forces in sustaining our 
e�orts!

295 miles have been adopted
22 river/creeksalong
122 adopteesby

missippi river | beaver creek | blue river | clear creek } delaware river | ohio river | tennessee river | chicago river
conecuh river | edwards river | FIRST CREEK | FOX RIVER | ILLINOIS RIVER | PILES FORK CREEK | PLUM RIVER | SOUTH SKUNK RIVER 

St. CROIX RIVER | st. louis river | waccamaw river | wapsipinicon river | winnebago river | wisconsin river



Iowa State University
University of Wisconsin Stevens Point

2,



We are happy to report that we were able to distribute more than 106,000 oak tree 
saplings in 18 states thanks to approximately 1,300 local volunteers. Several 
volunteer-driven events were organized to maintain our nursery, plant acorns, harvest 
trees and package and distribute the saplings. More than half of all MTP volunteers 
attended our tree wrapping weekend extravaganza, wrapping tens of thousands of trees 
for distribution! 

After giving away our ONE MILLIONTH tree in 2016, we were asked, “What happens now?!” 
quite frequently. While we did complete the project’s namesake, there was never any 
doubt in our minds that we would forge ahead with our mission to enhance the 
watershed by planting native trees and removing invasive plants. 2017 was a huge success 
and we’re looking forward to another great year for MTP, the perfect complement to our 
river cleanup e�orts!
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In 2017, Living Lands & Waters began the 
I-80 Restoration Project with help from local 
arborists to remove the trees affected by the 
March 2016 tornado. More than 40,000 
motorists see this 28-acre parcel every day 
as either their first or last impression of the 
state of Illinois.

After clearing the first 13 acres of downed 
trees and invasive honeysuckle, oats were 
planted as a cover crop to add nutrients to 
the soil to help prepare the ground for the 
native prairie that will be planted in 2018.

Thank you to our 432 volunteers that aided 
LL&W in the removal of invasive species at 
the I-80 Restoration Project, and other 
project locations, in the state of Illinois this 
year.



HURRICANE HARVEY 
RELIEF

The People of Houston:
Unified. Unstoppable. Ubiquitous. 

It’s not every day that complete strangers welcome you with open arms into their homes only for you to rip 
it to shreds. But that’s exactly what we experienced in Houston after the torrential �ooding of Hurricane 
Harvey.

People’s spirits varied as much as the level of damage to their homes, some easier to console and demolish 
than others. A few homes weighed as heavy on our hearts as they did on our strength; thousands of people 
were losing not just things but memories they once held near and dear to their hearts. 

“At the end of the day, only studs remained. Fungicide was sprayed. Trash was gone. Fans were on. It was a 
blank slate to work from. We’d lost everything, but we were grateful. Then, to top it o�, one of the LL&W 
crew members recovered my wedding ring, which had been lost when my wife and I evacuated our home. 
They were a true blessing!” - Matt Marshall, Homeowner

After helping 11 families over 
nearly three weeks, we were 
�lled with both good memories 
and tough ones. People lost 
many things of personal and 
sentimental value and these 
tough moments weighed 
heaviest. However, having even 
a small part in helping families 
recover from disaster left us 
with sentiments that we wish 
for everyone; the feeling that 
we’re all brothers and sisters, 
part of a greater good and in this 
together.

18



It’s not every day that complete strangers welcome you with open arms into their homes only for you to rip 
it to shreds. But that’s exactly what we experienced in Houston after the torrential �ooding of Hurricane 
Harvey.

People’s spirits varied as much as the level of damage to their homes, some easier to console and demolish 
than others. A few homes weighed as heavy on our hearts as they did on our strength; thousands of people 
were losing not just things but memories they once held near and dear to their hearts. 

“At the end of the day, only studs remained. Fungicide was sprayed. Trash was gone. Fans were on. It was a 
blank slate to work from. We’d lost everything, but we were grateful. Then, to top it o�, one of the LL&W 
crew members recovered my wedding ring, which had been lost when my wife and I evacuated our home. 
They were a true blessing!” - Matt Marshall, Homeowner

After helping 11 families over 
nearly three weeks, we were 
�lled with both good memories 
and tough ones. People lost 
many things of personal and 
sentimental value and these 
tough moments weighed 
heaviest. However, having even 
a small part in helping families 
recover from disaster left us 
with sentiments that we wish 
for everyone; the feeling that 
we’re all brothers and sisters, 
part of a greater good and in this 
together.

On May 23, 2017 we hosted our 2nd annual river-
front reception in St. Louis for more than 350 Inland 
Marine Expo (IMX) attendees. Our initial plan was to 
also host the christening of the M/V Chad Pregracke 
but, due to major �ooding, that piece didn’t happen. 
Please stay tuned for more information on that 
front! Our reception, however, was a hit and we’re 
thankful for all who made it happen and to all of the 
attendees of the IMX. We look forward to hosting 
the event again in 2018!

May 23, 2017
St. Louis, MO



We are proud to print Living Lands & Waters’ 
Annual Report on paper generously donated 
by Sappi North America. This report is printed 
on 100lb McCoy Silk Text.


